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Abraham Ancer answers 
bell to win WGC-FedEx 
St. Jude Invitational   
from sports page 1
beau, who played with English in 
the final group. Then came hole 
11, a short par 3 surrounded by 
water. Both players found it. 
English double bogeyed the hole. 
DeChambeau tripled it. Neither 
would survive those mistakes, 
and, in fact, made more on the re-
mainder of the back. 
 By playing steady golf on the 
back, Ancer, Hideki Matsuyama 
and Sam Burns were surprised to 
find they were each tied for the 
lead at 16 under when play con-
cluded. All three players made 
par on the first playoff hole. They 
then had to tee it up again on hole 
18. Ancer threw his approach 
shot to 9 feet. Not to be outdone, 

Burns got inside of that and left 
his about 6 feet from the hole. It 
then came down to putting. 
Ancer drained his birdie putt. All 
Burns had to do was make his, 
and we would go to a third play-
off hole. Burns’ putt lipped out 
giving Ancer the win. 
 “This is surreal," said Ancer, the 
former University of Oklahoma 
player. "I felt I left so many shots 
out there on the back nine, but 
you never know."  
 As for the question of who is the 
new Champion, we do know 
that’s Ancer. 
 Next year’s event is slated for 
August 8-14, 2022 at TPC South-
wind in Memphis. 
 

Tennessee Titans begin preseason with Atlanta 
Falcons in Benz Stadium ... from sports page 1
will call the action, and Cory 
Curtis will report from the side-
lines. 
Fans in the Nashville television 
market can livestream the broad-
cast on their mobile devices from 
the Titans Mobile App (iOS and 
Android), as well as on desktop 
computers and mobile web at 
TennesseeTitans.com. Restric-
tions apply. For more infor-
mation on streaming options visit 
TennesseeTitans.com or 
NFL.com/ways-to-watch. 
The Titans Radio Network and 
Nashville flagship 104.5 The 
Zone will carry the game across 
the Mid-South with the “Voice of 
the Titans” Mike Keith, analyst 
Dave McGinnis, sideline reporter 
Amie Wells and gameday host 
Rhett Bryan. 
As the Titans begin a busy three-
week preseason stretch, head 
coach Mike Vrabel and executive 
vice president/general manager 
Jon Robinson will get their first 
evaluation of the current Titans 
squad against opposing colors. 
Eight draft picks are among the 
40-plus newcomers on the 90-
man roster, as is wide receiver 
Julio Jones, who was acquired 
from Atlanta in a trade. Free 
agent signees like outside line-
backer Bud Dupree, defensive 
lineman Denico Autry, wide re-
ceiver Josh Reynolds and corner-

back Jackrabbit Jenkins also join 
a returning nucleus that helped 
the Titans go 11-5 during the 
2020 regular season and claim 
their first division title in 12 
years. 
The group of carryovers on of-
fense includes four Pro Bowl 
players: quarterback Ryan Tan-
nehill, who set a franchise record 
in 2020 with 40 combined pass-
ing and rushing touchdowns; 
2,000-yard running back, 2020 
NFL Offensive Player of the Year 
and two-time NFL rushing cham-
pion Derrick Henry; wideout A.J. 
Brown, who reached the 1,000-
yard receiving mark in each of 
his first two seasons; and left 
tackle Taylor Lewan, returning to 
action after finishing 2020 on in-
jured reserve. 
On defense, Pro Bowl safety 
Kevin Byard is among the vet-
eran leaders set to return, as is 
defensive tackle Jeffery Sim-
mons, outside linebacker Harold 
Landry III and inside linebackers 
Rashaan Evans and Jayon 
Brown. 

 CONNECTIONS 
The first preseason game of 2021 
also happens to be the first occa-
sion for new members of the Ti-
tans and Falcons to face their 
former clubs. Former Titans as-
sistant Arthur Smith was hired as 
Atlanta’s head coach in January 
after spending the last 10 seasons 
in Tennessee. Smith rose through 
the ranks from quality control 
coach in 2011 to offensive co-
ordinator from 2019 to 2020. His 
staff in Atlanta includes former 
Titans assistants Frank Bush, 
Chandler Henley, Steve Hoff-
man, Charles London, Dean 
Pees, Matt Pees and Dave Rag-
one. 
In June, Titans general manager 
Jon Robinson engineered a trade 
for Jones, a seven-time Pro Bowl 
selection in Atlanta. The Titans 
sent draft picks in 2022 (second 
round) and 2023 (conditional 
fourth round) to the Falcons in 
exchange for Jones and a 2023 
sixth-rounder. In Jones, the Ti-
tans acquired the player with the 
most receiving yards per game in 
NFL history—95.5—among 
anyone who has ever played at 
least 100 games. Jones is At-
lanta’s all-time leader in recep-
tions (848), receiving yards 
(12,896) and 100-yard receiving 
games (58). 
 

COACHING PROMOTIONS 
 
Two returning members of Ten-
nessee’s coaching staff are sched-
uled to make their preseason 
debuts this week as Titans co-
ordinators. The offensive attack 
is now directed by Todd Down-
ing, whom Vrabel named to the 
post after Smith exited for At-
lanta. Downing initially joined 
the club as tight ends coach in 
2019 and has 20 years of NFL 
coaching experience. 
 
On the defensive side, Vrabel 
promoted Shane Bowen to de-
fensive coordinator for 2021 
after three seasons as the team’s 
outside linebackers coach. 
Bowen served as the defensive 
play-caller for the first time in 
2020. 
 
Four days after returning from 
Atlanta, the Titans will travel 
early to Tampa Bay for two days 
of practice with the Buccaneers 
(Aug. 18-19) before squaring off 
in an Aug. 21 preseason game. 
The preseason concludes for the 
Titans on Aug. 28, when they 
will host the Chicago Bears at 
Nissan Stadium. To open the reg-
ular season, the Titans will host 
the Arizona Cardinals on Sept. 
12. 

Bruce inducted into Pro 
Football Hall of Fame 
from sports page 1

with quarterback Steve Mat-
thews, Bruce gave Memphis one 
of the nation's top passing at-
tacks, finishing with 39 recep-
tions for 532 yards and five 
touchdowns as a junior. 
  His senior campaign set the 
stage for his professional career, 
as he became the first wide re-
ceiver in program history to post 
a 1,000-yard receiving season. 
He finished 1993 with a school-
record 74 catches for 1,054 yards 
and 10 touchdowns and was the 
only wide receiver in Tiger his-
tory to post 1,000 yards in a sea-
son until Anthony Miller in 2016.  
  Bruce was drafted by the Rams 
in the second round of the 1994 
draft and spent 16 seasons in the 
league, helping the Rams de-
velop into the 'Greatest Show on 
Turf.' The Rams were the first 
NFL offense to score 500 or 
more points in three consecutive 
seasons (1999-2001) and ap-
peared in two Super Bowls, 

claiming a win in Super Bowl 
XXXIV.  
  On his retirement, Bruce ranked 
as the NFL's second all-time 
leading receiver with 1,024 re-
ceptions for 15,209 yards and 91 
touchdowns.  He was a four-time 
Pro Bowler and had his number 
80 jersey retired by the Rams. He 
currently ranks 13th all-time in 
receptions (1,024), fifth in re-
ceiving yards (15,208) and 12th 
in receiving touchdowns (91).  
  An honoree of the Memphis M 
Club Hall of Fame (Class of 
2011), Bruce is one of six former 
football players to have his jersey 
retired. His jersey was retired on 
October 4, 2003.  
 Single-game tickets, season 
tickets and mini-plans for Mem-

 Bruce came to then-Memphis 
State in 1992 after two sea-
sons of junior college. He 
made an immediate impact 
on the Tiger football squad, 
earning a starting position in 
the 1992 opener and never 
looking back. Teaming with 
quarterback Steve Matthews, 
Bruce gave Memphis one of 
the nation's top passing at-
tacks, finishing with 39 recep-
tions for 532 yards and five 
touchdowns as a junior. 

NFL and Amazon Web Services launch AI  
to automate player ID using game footage
Challenge is next step in the 
NFL's Digital Athlete initiative, 
designed to improve the long-
term health and safety of players 
 
NEW YORK, August 10, 2021 – 
The National Football League 
(NFL) and Amazon Web Serv-
ices (AWS)  launched a new arti-
ficial intelligence challenge to 
create ways for computers to 
automatically identify players 
using NFL game footage. New 
computer vision models created 
through the challenge will accel-
erate the NFL's work with AWS 
to better understand, and aim to 
reduce, injuries in the NFL. Prize 
money totaling $100,000 will be 
awarded to data scientists with 
winning models. The contest will 
be open through November 2, 
2021. 
 This challenge is the next step in 
the NFL's work with AWS to de-
velop the Digital Athlete, a vir-
tual representation of an NFL 
player that can be used to better 
predict and hopefully prevent 
player injury. Last season, the 
NFL hosted its first computer vi-
sion competition, providing com-
puter scientists NFL game data 
and challenging them to create 

ways to detect on-field helmet 
impacts. Nearly 7,800 submis-
sions were received from data 
scientists around the world. 
Those solutions are now being 
used by the NFL and AWS in on-
going work on the Digital Ath-
lete. 
 This challenge builds upon last 
season's competition by scoring 
teams based on how accurately 
they identify players involved in 
a helmet impact. The NFL will 
be providing data scientists with 
the same set of game data to 
build upon the current models. 
This competition will advance an 
already robust machine learning 
pipeline built on AWS that is 
working towards being among 
the most advanced and sophisti-

cated injury surveillance and 
mitigation programs in profes-
sional sports.    
 "This competition is founda-
tional in helping identify each 
player's risk to injury-causing 
events, especially when it comes 
to head health," said Jeff Miller, 
NFL Executive Vice President 
overseeing the league's health 
and safety programs. "We are ex-
cited to enlist some of the most 
talented data scientists from 
around the world to help develop 
these solutions and meaningfully 
advance player safety." 
"Using AWS's broad range of 
technologies including machine 
learning (ML) and artificial intel-
ligence (AI), the NFL and AWS 
will generate more new insights 
than ever previously possible into 

player injuries, game rules, 
equipment, rehabilitation, and re-
covery," said Priya Ponnapalli, 
Senior Manager, Applied 
Science, Amazon ML Solutions 
Lab. "This contest will continue 
that work and the data and in-
sights collected through this proj-
ect have the potential to shape the 
future of football." 
 The Digital Athlete will ulti-
mately help the NFL and its clubs 
to leverage sports science and in-
jury biomechanics to develop in-
dividualized training and 
recovery regimens, conduct real-
time risk analysis for injury dur-
ing games, and identify and 
evaluate additional player safety 
initiatives, including around 
equipment, rules changes and 
coaching techniques. 

Email  sports news and photos to MSTsports@prodigy.net

$100,000 in total prize money available; open through November 2, 2021 

"This competition is founda-
tional in helping identify each 
player's risk to injury-causing 
events, especially when it 
comes to head health," said 
Jeff Miller, NFL Executive 
Vice President overseeing the 
league's health and safety 
programs. "We are excited to 
enlist some of the most tal-
ented data scientists from 
around the world to help de-
velop these solutions and 
meaningfully advance player 
safety." 

 To enter the competition, visit 
https://www.kaggle.com/c/nfl-
health-and-safety-helmet-assign-
ment/ for more information about 
rules and eligibility. 
 
  About the NFL's Player Health 
and Safety Initiatives 
 
The NFL is committed to advanc-
ing progress in the diagnosis, pre-
vention and treatment of 
sports-related injuries. Data and 
science are the foundation of the 
NFL's efforts to further enhance 
medical protocols, improve the  
game. For more information 
about the NFL's health and safety 
efforts, please visit 
www.NFL.com/PlayerHealt-
hAndSafety.  

Overall crime is down, 
gun crime increase is 
alarming  ... from sports page 2 

  Reports of guns stolen from ve-
hicles continue to go up. 
Through June, 812 guns were re-
ported stolen from vehicles in 
Memphis. If that rate continues, 
a record of more than 1,600 guns 
will be reported stolen from ve-

hicles this year. 
 Finally, through June, there were 
10,354 calls for service for shots 
fired compared to 10,176 in 2020 
and 6,377 in 2016. Of those calls, 
1,253 were for persons hit com-
pared to 1,114 last year and 784 
back in 2016. 
 In some encouraging news, Part 

“While overall crime is going 
down, gun violence continues 
to be of urgent concern,” said 
Bill Gibbons, president of the 
Crime Commission and ex-
ecutive director of the UofM’s 
Public Safety Institute. 
“That’s why it is so important 
to support and scale up such 
efforts as District Attorney 
Amy Weirich’s special focus 
on serious repeat offenders 
and Memphis Mayor Jim 
Strickland’s efforts to in-
crease the number of credible 
individuals who can interrupt 
and head off retaliatory gun 
violence...”

1 offenses (major violent and 
major property crimes) went 
down in June according to MPD, 
and this may be partially attribut-
able to reductions in violent 
crime. So, we may be slowly re-
turning to a more normal pre-
pandemic situation, with 
proactive policing going up 
again. 
  “While overall crime is going 
down, gun violence continues to 
be of urgent concern,” said Bill 
Gibbons, president of the Crime 
Commission and executive direc-
tor of the UofM’s Public Safety 
Institute. “That’s why it is so im-
portant to support and scale up 
such efforts as District Attorney 
Amy Weirich’s special focus on 
serious repeat offenders and 
Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland’s 
efforts to increase the number of 
credible individuals who can in-
terrupt and head off retaliatory 
gun violence. It’s going to take 
all of us, though, working to-
gether, including parents, 
teachers, faith community 
leaders, neighborhood watch 
leaders and responsible adults 
willing to mentor our youth.” 
 Pledge to do your part and stop 
gun violence in the community. 
http://PLEDGETOPROTECT90
1.COM 

 His senior campaign set the 
stage for his professional ca-
reer, as he became the first 
wide receiver in program his-
tory to post a 1,000-yard re-
ceiving season. He finished 
1993 with a school-record 74 
catches for 1,054 yards and 
10 touchdowns and was the 
only wide receiver in Tiger 
history to post 1,000 yards in 
a season until Anthony Miller 
in 2016.  

phis Football are now on sale and 
can be purchased online at 
www.GoTigersGoTix.com or by 
calling (901) 678-2331. 
For complete information on 
Memphis Tigers Football, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com  


